IRON AND STEEL
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XII. 654

BESSEMER CONVERTER  IN  FULL BLOW
The converter or furnace, into which molten pig-iron is poured, is lined with brick having perforations in the bottom;
through these a powerful blast of air enters and passes through the molten metal, thereby oxidizing the impurities,
which if liquid, go into the slag, or if gaseous, out of the mouth of the converter. After 10 or 15 minutes "blowing"
the metal is poured into ingots. This quick and inexpensive method of manufacturing steel, invented by Henry
Bessemer in 1S56, has greatly influenced modern industry